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MOU 43- Speech

Distinguished members of the press,

On behalf of the Senate Ad Hoc Committee studying the merits and
drawbacks of terminating MOU 2000 and MOU 2001 regarding the Thai-
Cambodian border, | would like to report the conclusion of our 20th
consultative meeting.

As previously announced in December 2025, this Committee reached a
unanimous resolution to recommend the termination of MOU 2001. Today,
| am here to present our findings and final resolution regarding MOU 2000.

After extensive field visits to all seven border provinces—from Ubon
Ratchathani to Trad —and testimonies from the Royal Thai Army, Navy, and
the Department of Treaties and Legal Affairs, the Committee has reached a
unanimous resolution that Thailand should terminate MOU 2000.

Our decision is based on six critical pillars:

1. Fundamental Flaws in Provisions: MOU 2000 forces the recognition of
the 1:200,000 scale map, which contradicts the 1:50,000 scale map used by
Thailand. This variation, particularly regarding the watershed principle, has led
to chronic conflict rather than resolution. Furthermore, existing mechanisms
like the JBC lack the authority to address border incursions.

2. Legal Invalidity: MOU 2000 was never properly approved by the
Cabinet, nor was it submitted to Parliament for approval under the 1997
Constitution, despite it clearly affecting Thailand’s territorial integrity.

3. Constitutional Incompatibility: The Cambodian Constitution of 1993
strictly forbids any violation of its territory based on a 1:100,000 scale map.
This means any boundary line produced under MOU 2000 would likely never
be ratified by Cambodia, making 26 years of negotiations useless.

4. Lack of Progress: After nearly 26 years, we are still stuck at Step 1 of
a 5-step process. Only 45 out of 74 border markers have been agreed upon—
a mere 60% progress of the very first phase.

5. Following GBC 27 December 2025: Following the two most
recent major clashes in 2025, the situation along the Thai-Cambodian border
has fundamentally and completely changed. Both Thailand and Cambodia
must now adhere to Item 2 of the Joint Statement from the 3rd Special
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Meeting of the Thai-Cambodian General Border Committee (GBC), held on
December 27, 2025. This statement serves as the preliminary international
treaty for peaceful coexistence. The framework for negotiating a permanent
land boundary must originate from this point forward.

6. Diplomatic Bad Faith: Cambodia has repeatedly violated Articles 5 and
8 of the MOU through land encroachments and the use of force, leading to
the loss of Thai lives and the displacement of hundreds of thousands.

The Path Forward

Under Article 60 of the Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties (VCLT),
Thailand has the right to unilaterally terminate MOU 2000 due to Cambodia's
material breaches.

Termination does not mean a vacuum of law. We still have the 1904 and
1907 Franco-Siamese Conventions, as well as the 1995 Agreement on Border
Cooperation, which provide sufficient bilateral frameworks for security and
dispute resolution.

Moving forward, any new agreement must:

° Think of both the 1:200,000 and 1:50,000 scale maps without blind
acceptance of colonial interpretations. There must be no acceptance that the
1:200,000 scale map, produced by France, was prepared in accordance with
the demarcation results of the Siam-Indochina Boundary Commission.

° Empower the JBC to resolve encroachments effectively.

° Any boundary marker positions mutually agreed upon by both parties
that are consistent with the Joint Statement of the JBC dated December 27,
2025, shall be adopted accordingly. In cases where boundary marker positions
have been agreed upon but are inconsistent with or contrary to the
aforementioned Joint Statement, as well as positions that remain unresolved,
the areas designated in the said Joint Statement shall prevail.

° Ensure that the watershed principle and cliff-edge boundaries in the
Phanom Dong Rak range are strictly respected.

° Both countries should be able to legally certify agreed-upon boundary
pillars (such as 49-70) through their own domestic processes immediately.
This avoids waiting for the entire border survey to finish, providing a practical
benefit to both sides.
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° The agreement must include a clear expiration date and defined
conditions for termination. This ensures timely cooperation and allows a party
to exit the deal if the other side fails to comply with the terms.

The Committee stands firm: our national sovereignty and the blood of

our soldiers must not be traded for an ineffective and legally flawed
memorandum.

Thank you.



